INTRODUCTION
Specific populations are more vulnerable to physical violence, such as women 3, 4 , children 5 and elderly persons 6 .
From a forensic scope, signs of violence must be investigated with an approach scientifically sound to support the Court optimally. These signs are reflected as injuries and sequels and may be detected during the forensic physical exam in the living or deceased. In especial situations, patterned injuries registering dental surfaces may be found characterizing a bitemark.
This especial type of injury occurs both during the attack (performed by the perpetrator) and defense (performed by the victim) under a violent circumstance 7 . More rarely bitemarks also may be selfinflected 8, 9 .
The history of bitemarks cases indicates that these injuries are often associated with sexual crimes 10 . Victims of these crimes may evolve with aesthetic 11 and functional physical injuries 12 , psychological disorders 10 , and even death 13 .
Legally, repercussions of bitemarks are found both in the civil and criminal Courts. In the first, forensic expertises in bitemarks injuries may be requested to quantify patrimonial and extra-patrimonial damages, while in the second these injuries may be typified based on its severity and may contribute to the characterization of a crime.
From the scope of Forensic
Odontology, bitemark analysis also may be performed in Court to suggest if suspects could be excluded or not from a crime 10 .
Specifically, exclusions are founded on potential discrepancies between the dental traits registered in the bite patterned injury and the dental traits observed in the suspect's dentition 10 . Additionally, the human dentition has class characteristics that enable distinction from other animals and may support the Court in defining the nature of injuries 14 . With similar principle, the dentitions of children and adults have significant differences 14 (especially in the shape and size of teeth), which also may be used as forensic evidence to exclude potential perpetrators.
Knowing the longitudinal prevalence of bitemark cases in country-specific scenarios may contribute to approach violence more properly and mainly alert the scientific community on the need for proper education in forensic sciences -especially in Forensic Odontology. Based on that, the present research aims to assess the jurisprudence screening lawsuits that involve human bites and bitemarks and extracting case characteristics that could support the current panorama of research and practice of bitemark analysis.
MATERIAL E METHODS
The present research was designed with an observational, longitudinal and retrospective approach. 
RESULTS
The initial systematic search resulted in 2488 lawsuits. After applying the inclusion and exclusion criteria 1125 lawsuits remained involving "bite" or "bitemarks". An overview of the quantity of data available (reported) and not available (not reported) within the lawsuits are found in Table 1 .
The quantity of lawsuits detected in the present research increased annually. bodily injury, torture, kidnapping, robbery followed by death). Figure 2 shows that perpetrators were males in 889 lawsuits (79%), while the victims were females in 562 cases (50%). and not reported in the lawsuits.
Data Reported Not reported
1) The initial year of the lawsuit 1125 0
2) The year of Court decision 1125 0
3) The year in which the bitemark was inflicted 598 527
4) The motivation leading to the bite 1125 0
5) The sex of the perpetrator 1099 29
6) The sex of the victim 1091 34
7) The anatomic region bitten 843 282
8) The potential sequels 1125 0
9) The severity of the injury 1125 0
10) The legal request for forensic expertise 641 484
11) The outcome of the forensic expertise 641 484 10 and is usually underreported 15 .
Underreported crimes represent a social problem that may impact on public safety.
Strategies against the underreported sexual violence arose in the last decade 16 potentially increasing the quantity of lawsuits in the jurisprudence (Figure 1) . Accordingly, the false (positive) impression that bite injuries became more prevalent worldwide is given, while in fact it occurs chronically.
Apart these justifications, the implementation of online judicial systems appear as an additional factor to explain the increased lawsuits in the last few years. Specifically, it is founded on the fact that these systems became available only recently, hampering the documentation of lawsuits from the past. 
RESUMO
Introdução: Ao longo dos anos a violência física vem se tornando um grande problema global que tem mostrado seu reflexo no aumento do número de jurisprudências envolvendo o assunto. Em alguns casos o agressor e a vítima podem produzir o mesmo padrão de injúria física, como a marca de mordida. Sabendo que as marcas de mordida e mordeduras humanas podem estar presentes em casos que envolvam ações judiciais é muito importante entender e incentivar a atuação do perito odontolegista para análise das marcas de mordida em processos judiciais. Objetivo: Analisar acórdãos que estivessem relacionados às marcas de mordidas e que pudessem subsidiar a rotina de marcas de mordida e a prática de análise dessas marcas. Materiais e métodos: Foi realizada uma busca sistematizada de acórdãos no Tribunal de Justiça de São Paulo utilizando as seguintes palavras-chave: mordida, dentada e mordedura. Apenas os acórdãos que estavam disponíveis em inteiro teor foram avaliados para captação dos dados que foram tabulados em uma planilha própria da pesquisa. Resultados: Foram detectados 2488 acórdãos, dos quais 1125 foram compatíveis com os critérios de elegibilidade, e datados entre os anos de 1997 a 2015. A análise pericial foi realizada em 641 (56,97%) casos, sendo o agressor identificado pela mordida em apenas 3 (0,26%) casos. Conclusão: Houve um significativo aumento em processos judiciais envolvendo marcas de mordida. Os odontolegistas devem estar cientes da ocorrência das marcas de mordida no cenário das agressões físicas bem como as limitações inerentes à análise dessas marcas frente ao campo de atuação dos peritos odontolegistas. O presente estudo fornece evidências para incentivar o aumento do estudo da análise das marcas de mordida.
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